Does timing and dosage of levodopa modify drug-induced dyskinesias and motor fluctuations? A retrospective analysis.
The aim of this study was to verify the influence of levodopa treatment in the development of long-term complications of Parkinson's disease (PD). We retrospectively analysed several epidemiological characteristics of the disease including long-term motor complications with timing and dose of levodopa in 50 patients. No differences between timing and initial dosage of levodopa were observed in patients who developed dyskinesias or motor fluctuations and those who did not. The patients who developed dyskinesias were younger and the rate of decline was faster in patients who developed motor fluctuations. These results suggest that late complications of levodopa are independent of the timing and initial dosage.